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Exactly What is Living Next Door to You? 

Tenants should be wary of mini-safaris in suburbia 

Britons are living next door to a collection of monkeys, llamas, snakes and crocodiles, 

according to a survey of local councils by The Deposit Protection Service (DPS). 

The DPS asked more than 50 local and district councils for details of the dangerous 

and wild animals’ licenses they issued in 2010.  As the name suggests, the license is 

required by UK households before they can own exotic or dangerous pets. 

The results revealed a menagerie of unusual creatures – Asian Leopard Cats, Red-

Fronted Lemurs, Bison, Caiman, a Lynx, Wild Boar and Alligators – across some of 

Britain’s sleepiest districts.  

Kevin Firth, Director of The DPS, said: “I think the majority of Britons would be 

amazed to learn about the sheer variety of unusual animals living next door to them.  

“While this isn’t necessarily a bad thing, it does go to show that you never know 

what may be living next door. New tenants should thoroughly research any potential 

new property. Always ask for as much information from a landlord as possible and if 

you’re thinking of bringing your llama with you when you move in, check that it’s 

allowed under the terms of your tenancy agreement – and inform the landlord.” 

Under the Dangerous and Wild Animals Act 1976, owners are required to hold a 

license for certain types of pets.   

This is to ensure that when private individuals keep potentially dangerous, wild 

animals they do so in circumstances which do not create risks to the public and 

safeguard the welfare of the animals. 

It is important for landlords to be aware that if a tenant does not hold a license for 

their exotic pet, the animal could have been smuggled into the UK.  



The DPS advises tenants to: 

- Assess the terms of your AST in relation to keeping exotic pets 

- Ensure that the property has proper space for the animals; shared garden 

space is not appropriate to exercise a puma, for example 

- Always make sure that your deposit is protected as you will almost certainly 

have to pay a higher than usual amount 

And the advice to landlords is: 

- Make sure you have previous landlord references for your tenants 

- Include specific clauses in tenancy agreements that cover exotic pets  

- Meet the tenant and their exotic pet(s) prior to the start of the tenancy 

- Confirm that someone will be willing to look after the pet(s) in case of 

emergency and insist on a name, address and contact details for this person. 

It’s advisable to meet them prior to signing the tenant up in order to satisfy 

yourself that they’re willing to do this; ideally you should also request written 

confirmation 

Mr Firth said: “We know from experience that even domestic animals can cause 

issues between landlord and tenant, so bear that in mind if you intend to buy a pet 

python!” 

Some of the animals revealed by the request to local authorities for wild animal 

licences granted between 2005 and 2010 are as follows: 

 

Teignbridge, South Devon 1 ostrich 

 1 macaca 

East Riding of Yorkshire 4 red fronted lemurs 

 2 asian leopard cats 

Waveney, Suffolk 1 sea lion 

 1 wild boar 

 1 lemur 

Mid Devon 1 bison 

 1 boar 

Maidstone, Kent 1 zebra

Liverpool 1 Macaque monkey 



Canterbury, Kent 1 Black capped capuchin monkey

 1 wild boar 

Durham 1 bison

 1 alligator

 2 caiman

 3 crocodiles

 1 wild boar

 1 capuchin monkey

Scarborough, Yorkshire 1 capuchin monkey 

West Devon 1 ostrich 

Barbergh, South Suffolk 10 ostriches 

Bristol 1 venomous snake

 1 saki monkey

Cheshire 1 big cat (Acinonyx jubatus). 

Cardiff 1 squirrel monkey 

Richmondshire, North 

Yorkshire 1 wild boar

 1 bison

 1 camel

 1 ostrich 

Please note, The DPS does not recommend or endorse keeping wild animals! 

ENDS 

For any further information, please contact: 
John Williams or Gary Cleland  
MHP Communications 
T: 020 3128 8166 
E: john.williams@mhpc.com or gary.cleland@mhpc.com  
 
Editor’s Notes: 
 
About The DPS  
The Deposit Protection Service is the custodial tenancy deposit protection scheme accredited 
by the Government. It is provided free of charge, and funded entirely by the interest earned 
from deposits held in the scheme. The DPS is run by Computershare Investor Services PLC. 
Online self-service allows landlords to register and make deposit payments, transfers and 
repayments 24 hours a day. Help and advice is available through a dedicated call centre 
during office hours. An impartial Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) service helps to resolve 
any disputes quickly and without the need for court action.  
For more information, visit www.depositprotection.com  



About Computershare Limited (CPU) 
Computershare (ASX:CPU) is a global market leader in transfer agency and share registration, 
employee equity plans, proxy solicitation and stakeholder communications. We also specialise 
in corporate trust services, tax voucher solutions, bankruptcy administration and a range of 
other diversified financial and governance services. 
 
Founded in 1978, Computershare is renowned for its expertise in data management, high 
volume transaction processing, payments and stakeholder engagement. Many of the world’s 
leading organisations use these core competencies to help maximise the value of 
relationships with their investors, employees, creditors, members and customers. 
Computershare is represented in all major financial markets and has over 10,000 employees 
worldwide. 
 
For more information, visit www.computershare.com 


